THE 


COPY OF A LETTER 
By M* D.T. to M* Fobn F ears CM Prynns ſecond) in Anſwer 


ro his Leticr ſent by him to MF: John Goodwin. 


— 


A righteous max bateth lying, Prov. © OP | 
Kighteonſneſſe keepeth him that is upright inthe way, Prov. 13. 6. | 
Onely by pride commeth contention, but with the well adviſed is wiſdeme, Prov. 13. 10. 


Therefore thou art inexcuſable, O min, whoſoever theu art that judgeſt anather, for wherein thes 
Judgeft anther, thou conzemneft thy ſelfe, fer thou that judgeſt doeſt the ſamethings,Rom. 2.1. 


—— 
———— 


S$ir | EBT FRG | 
Hether it was my good or hard happeto meet with your Letter direRed and ſent to Mr.Zob# 
Goodwin, I cannot caſily determine : For though all manner of knowledge,cither of perlons 
or things, bee in ſome kind or other beneficiall; it being an undoubted AMaxime,that Verwas 
& Bonum convertuntur: yet ſome knowledge may be ſo circumſtantiated, that it may prove 
r-ore burdenſome and offenſive to the party knowing, then commodious. I confefſe from the reading of your 
Lines I have gained thus much, to ſay I know you: but thisgaine hath occaſioned fuch a cenfiderable Jofſe 
i:: chethings of my Joy, that I doe cven wiſh for my former 1gnorance,and could bee well contented,to have 
ciet with no other deſcription of your frame and temper, then what the pxomiſe of your countenance, 
the report of your friends have made of you : Indced it cannot but dedu&t ſomewhat from the comfort of s 
reaſonable man, to ſee one, whom (one wonld think ) gray haires ſhould have taught the language of ſo- 
bernetle, ſhooting withhis tongue atrovers, and ſpeaking ſharpe and devouring words againſt perſons and 
things, which hee knows not. Sorry I am, that Mr. Vicars ſhould break the fair face of his ceputation upon 
this ſtone, againſt which this beſotted world is daſhing it ſelfe in peeces from day to day. I have ſome hope 
that though your zecale to Mr. Prynns glory, did caſt you into fnch an exſtafie of paſſion, that you ſcarce knew - 
what you writ ; yet by this time you have pretty well recover'd your ſclfc againe : andleſt the ſenſe of your 
miſcarriage ſhould too much oppreſle you, I give you to know that you are falne into ſoft and tender hands, 
"and have diſcovered your nakednefle to ſuch onely, who rather pity, then deride it. For my part, I love 
not to diſport my ſelfe at the weakneſle of any man, or to turne his folly into laughter 5 for what were this, 
but to refle diſhonour upon the ſame nature, wherein hee partakes with my felfe. Rather, I could monra 
ever the vanitics of your pen, and weep to ſce youſo farre intoxicated, as to call 'the moſt injurious dealic 
one ſhall lightly meet with, by the name of candor and ingenuity. The truth is, you have ſo toaly beray 
your paper with bold and untrue affer:ions,imputations, exprobrations,and ſuch like excrements,that I thoughe 
even for modeſty ſake to have drawa ever them the veile of filence, and to have conteſted with that ſpirit 
that breathes in themno further, then by ſpeaking to it1n a ſecret wiſh, the Lord rebuke thee. BltT e a= 
erhaps you might communicate-in the nature of ſuch perſons who (as Solomon ſaith, 


red with my ſelfe, that 
; (veing unanſwered) tobe wiſe in their own conceits: and if I ſhall hereby demoliſh 


Prov. 26.5.) are apt 
or at leaſt weaken this conceit of yours, I preſume 1 ſhall do you herein a very charitable and Chrittian peece 


of ſervice. Think not I am become your enemy, becauſe I teil you the trath : you have injur'd mee no ather- 
wiſe then by treſpaſſing upon your owa credit, and by making thereby a ſad breach in that holy profeflion, 
wherzin you ſtand ingaged with gy ſclfe. Whatever your intentions were,I conceive you have done me no 
more wrong in clapping the title of an [ndependene Proſelyte upon my back, then Pilate did to Chriſt jn affix- 
ing this Superſcription over his head, Thi i the King of the Fews. I think this name to be full as honourable, 
as that of a poore and wpworthy Presbyterian,wherewith you have pleaſed to baptize your felfe : and conceive 
that herein only you have followed your owne, or rather the Apoſtles counſell, i» 4oxoxr to preferre others bt= 
Fore your ſelfe. But bad you beer minded to ſupprefle your name, your very Diale& had been cnoughto betray 
you: Me thinkes you write juſt like fach a one as you ſay you arc. Did I not hope for better things from the 
hands of more worthy Presbyceriars,your unworthy dealivg had ſet me off ten degrees further from your way, 
- thenlnowſtand: ButlI will nor take the advantage of your, or any mans miſdemeanor,though s | 
. -andabſurd then yours, to render Presbytery odious to the world : To cloath any opinion or practice | hthe 41 
garments of mens perſonall diſtempers, rherecy to fall upon them and beat them with the more applanſe, is& _ 
. method whichlT as much abhorre.: = the Gerr/erman you admire, delights in : and if this property in him were _ 
= -) = of thoſe beaury- {pots, which reViihc you into Ki  pallionate adoration ofh need Carc, . | 


went Ccorriwall =» Acad 
» -, " 21 i Rats w—Re Rene. 4%. ee hangar a 


a AS I, _ 


nr 64 Sas” Ro 7s ded. Rs 
- k Pn td 


=—- 


neath the line of a man, is to make-him and my ſelfe obnoxious to the wraih of God, and the ſcorn of man. 1 
acknowledge that for a time he ran well, but who hindred him ? queſtionlefſe He who is ever and anon hin- 
dring the Saints inthe race of holineſſe. . The Prince of darknefle owed him a fall for his ſharpe conteſting 
with his prime agents, and now hee hath pay'd his debt ; but if Mr. Pryzz will beerul'd by the advice of his 
beſt friends, hee may riſe again to his greater glory, and notwithſtanding his fall, triamph over the eavy and 
malice of the deviil. Concerning Mr. John Gooawin, ( over whom you ſhake the rod of your reproofe, as if 
| hee were one of your Schollers ) I could ſpeak 3s high and excellent Encomixms, as you have ſpoken of your 
| precious Gentleman; [ could compare him even with Mr.Proym himſelfe : but ſuch a compariſon as this, would 
I bee to mee molt odions. Icouldtell you what hee hath done, what hee hath writ, how deeply hee hath ſaf- 
L fer'd fromunreaſonable men; yea, I cculd give you ſuch a lively and brigit deſcription of him, as would da- 
| zell your eyes to lookupon, and maice you bluſh for ſhame to have grapr'd with ſuch a perſon as hee is, upon 
I ſuchtnude and unmanrerly termes as you have done For you, Who are but a Teacher of bojes, 10 haughtily to 
- corre aggreat aſter in Iſracl, is fuch an abſurdity, as cannot but rend a more patient ſoule then mine,into 
” diſdain agdgricfe. Tis a wonder to me, that, whereasat the beginning of your Letter, you confeſſe your 
{cIfe to bee but a poore and unworthy Presbyterian, you [hould ſo far forget your felfe, before you come halfe 
way, as to take npon you, like the Dr.ot the Chaire ; and to cenſure the beſt of men and wayes with as much 
confidence, asif your pen had dropt the Votes of a Generall Aﬀembly with its inke. Had a poore and un- 
worthy Independent done the like, you would have caſt his boldnefle into a Baſfiliske, and us'd it to batter 
down the way of his profef{ion,ana to lay the glory of it even with the ground. ButTI well perceive,though 
you have ſcap't the ſnare of guifts and parts ( in which you feare Mr. Goodwin is taken) yet you are falne into 
the pit, not of d1vine, but natura!l ſimplicity ; and have verifyed the old Proverb, A raſh mans boult is ſoon 
ſhot. . As for that Book of Mr. Goodwins, Call'd Innocency and Truth triumphing together,though you are plea- 
ſed to triumph over both, and tocaſt it out as an Arch rebell toreaſon and morallity, yet (I muſt cell you) it 
hath found Joyfull and bonntifull entertainment 1n the judgements of ſober and intelligent men : But certain- 
ly, it was the nnhappineſle of this Treatiſeto fall into your hands, when you ſtood upon the Mount of Mr. 
Pry5ms honour, and when the viſion of his transhguration wrought ſo {trongly in you, that you did not wot, 
what you ſpake, no, nor what you did neither,for you laid about you with ſuch regardleſſe fury that you broke 
the head of your friend Priſcian, [_ 7 he words in the written ( oppy of your Letter, are theſe, and thus ſpela,quiin 
alterum paratus eſt dicere, ipſum vicio careat oporte, 4s may appeare from the original! in My. Good wins cnſto- 
dy. But it ſeems the Correftor being the better Grammarian transforw'd them into good Latine in the Printed Copy. 
of whoſe ſafety men of your profeſſion, ſhould bee moit tender. I thought to have argued the caſe with you, 
whether your exceptions agaiaſt this Treatiſe and its Authour, will hold in the Court of Reaſon and equity : 
but perhaps you are not ſo well skillF'd in the rales of this Conre ; and I am loathto take the adyantage of you. 
I ſhall only proponnd a few Querees, peradventure the ſtruglings of your thoughts to give them ſatisfaQtion, , _ 
may difſolve the inchantment that is now upon you, What perſons did ever molt Learnedly declare Mr.Good- _ 
Win #0 bee jnſtly cenſured for Socinianiſme * When, or in what publique place did they make this Declaration? * 
How cali you that Brother of his, who will z»fifie againſt minthe charge of holding 4 moſt dammable opinionn- 
bout juſtifying faith? 1 ſuppoſe you mult ſtrain,not ſo much your memory as your invention, 1n ſhaping your 
anſwcr: You had done wellto remember, that though Fooles ' (as Solomon tpeaks ) beleeve every thing ; yet 
wiſe men will queſtion ſuch aſſertions as theſe : Alas ($77) the beſt courſe you can run to game credit with 
the prudent, is to cut your allegations and your proofes, juit of one and the ſafe length : To cloarth large 
and broad ſayings with curtaild Arguments, reflc&s as much ſhame upon ſack ſayings, and him that ſpeakes 
them, ' as Hanun did upon the ſervants of David, in cutting off their Garments to their buttocks. You can- 
not but know, how that many grave, ſober, godly, and learned menhave falne into that way you cail [nde- 
prndency. Now,your onely method, to have breught over theſe to your party, and to have fill'd their mouths 
> with the cry ofa confederacy againitthis way, had been this ; not barely to have affirm'd it tobee a novell and 
difturbant way ( as you have done) but to have poys'd the lightnefle of your affirmation, with the weight and 
ſubſtance of a demonſtration. 1 affure you (Sir) (what ever you may thinke) I approve of tha way no further 
then 1! ſee the footſteps of thoſe /weer [iters, Truth and Peace Printed init: I have narrowly view'd it, and I 
can finde no drops of blood, no ſtrewings of the liberties, eſtates, names, comforts of the Saints ſcattered 
init, and yet ſome Travellers aftirie, they have ſeen fuchrhings as theſe in that way, which the ignorance 
of thouſandsluſts after. Butto conclude, I beſeech you (Sir ) bee more watchfull over the extravagancies of 
your tongue and pen forthe future : ſince you are ( in patt } acquainted with their infirmities, let it be your | 
wiſdome to ſeek their cure. Ireverenceyou for your age, piety, and ſome fervicesyou have done to the 
Publique ; - and I ſhould rejoyce to ſee ſuch an ancient ſtander inthe garden of God «5 you are,carrying your 
hoary bead with bonour te the grave : which that you may doe, as I have (you lee) 1n part indeavourcd, ſo 
I ſhall further proſecute with my prayers to him, who is able to keepe you to the end : in whom (though 1 
ang iinknown to you) yet with all fingerity I profeſſe my ſelfe, 
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